Abstract The International Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery (ISPN) was founded in 1972 in Chicago, IL, USA. It has been 45 years since the creation of the ISPN, but it is not until now that the pediatric neurosurgery community has been led by a female neurosurgeon.
Introduction
The International Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery (ISPN) was founded in 1972 in Chicago, IL, USA. The ISPN seeks to promote the health of children throughout the world by encouraging the ethical transmission and exchange of neuroscientific information and techniques related to pediatric neurosurgery [1] .
It has been 45 years since the creation of the ISPN, but it is not until now that the pediatric neurosurgery community has been led by a female neurosurgeon.
Background
Graciela Noemi Zuccaro grew up in la Ciudad de la Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina. Her mother, Irma Conti de Zuccaro, owned a beauty salon, and her father, Rodolfo Zuccaro, was a government officer. She and her sister, Maria Cristina, attended the Maria Auxiliadora Catholic school where Graciela earned her degree as a teacher. Her sister became an architect while Graciela declined her acceptance as a classical ballerina to the Argentine Theater of La Plata and pursued her vocation, obtaining her degree in medicine with honors at the Universidad de la Plata on August of 1973 (Fig. 1) .
Pediatric neurosurgery
In 1974, Dr. Zuccaro moved to the city of Buenos Aires and initiated her first steps in pediatric neurosurgery under the tutorial of Dr. Raul Carrea at the Children's Hospital Ricardo Gutierrez. She graduated as a pediatric neurosurgeon in 1978. Upon finishing her residency, Dr. Zuccaro did a fellowship in microsurgery in 1985 at the Henry Ford Institute in Detroit and continued her formation with base of skull surgery training at the University of Cincinnati and at the University of Virginia. She then became a fellow at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia under the guidance of Professor Luis Schut. Later on, in 2000, she specialized in neuroendoscopy under the tutelage of Professor Fernando Rueda Franco at the National Institute of Pediatrics in Mexico City.
To broaden her scope of neurosurgery, Graciela visited and observed the prominent masters of neurosurgery at work: James Ausman, Vinko Dolenc, Anthony Raimondi, Maurice Choux, Gazy Yasargil, Majid Samii, Evandro de Oliveira, and Christian Sainte-Rose.
Dr. Zuccaro assumed her first faculty position in 1979 at the Children's Hospital BRicardo Gutiérrez^in Buenos Aires, a position she maintained until 1987 when she transferred to the National Pediatric Hospital BProf. Dr. Juan P. Garrahanŵ here Dr. Zuccaro was appointed Chief of neurosurgery from 2003 to 2014; simultaneously, she was a professor of pediatric neurosurgery at the Faculty of Medicine of University of Buenos Aires, where she continues to be an honorary faculty (Fig. 2) .
Along with her clinical and academic trajectory (148 pages of curriculum vitae), Dr. Zuccaro has been part of the editorial board of multiple scientific publications; they include La Revista Argentina de Neurocirugia, Child's Nervous System, Journal Brasileiro de Neurocirugia, Surgical Neurology, and Journal of Hydrocephalus to mention just a few (Fig. 3) . Dr. Zuccaro has been invited as visiting professor at multiple neurosurgical departments around the world given her exceptional attributes as a teacher and a mentor. She continues to be a very active organizer of local, national, and international courses in neurosurgery, training medical students, residents, and colleagues alike (Fig. 5) . 
ISPN
The presidents of the International Society of Pediatric Neurosurgery (ISPN) are drawn from all continents of the globe, and the privilege of becoming a president is given to a member of our society who has made an outstanding contribution to pediatric neurosurgery and to the ISPN.
Dr. Zuccaro has been a member of the ISPN since 1993 with a busy and exemplary service. At the ISPN, she served as Dr. Zuccaro's successful career has been exceptional in many ways with her active participation in crucial times in the history of pediatric neurosurgery. Her leadership and vision, on moving forward the Latin-American neurosurgery, her contributions as a liaison between different neurosurgical societies and cultures, her pivotal role opening a doorway to many female neurosurgeons, and her impeccable balance on all the aspects of her life, definitely define her as the First Lady of the ISPN.
However, Graciela's most important role has been outside the operating room, as the wife of Alejandro, her partner and supporter for more than 45 years, her role of mother of Rodolfo and Maria Clara and the grandmother of Martin and of Maximo; without any doubt, she has been always the First Lady at home (Fig. 9) .
